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Renewal Theology deals with the full range of Christian truth from within the charismatic tradition.

Previously published as three separate volumes, Renewal Theology represents the first exhaustive,

balanced articulation of charismatic theology. Renewal Theology discusses: Book One--God, the

World, and Redemption - Book Two--Salvation, the Holy Spirit, and Christian Living - Book

Three--The Church, the Kingdom, and Last Things. As theology, this work is an intellectual

achievement. But it is much more than that. The author urges the church to undertake its task of

theology in the proper spirit: - an attitude of prayer - a deepening sense of reverence - an

ever-increasing purity of heart - a spirit of growing love - a theological approach rooted in the glory

of God. Done in such a spirit, theology becomes a faithful and powerful witness to the living God.
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J. Rodman Williams (1918-2008) was a charismatic theologian and Professor of Renewal Theology

at Regent University (as well as the founding president of the now-defunct Melodyland School of

Theology). This isn't the "only" systematic theology written from a Pentecostal perspective (see

Systematic Theology: A Pentecostal Perspective, and Wayne Grudem's sympathetic Systematic

Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine), but is certainly the most thorough.This book was

written from 1988-92, and has now been published as a single volume. Williams eschews the

traditional categories such as "Sotierology," "Ecclesiology," "Eschatology," and so on, simply

dividing the book into three parts (1- "God, the World, & Redemption"; "Salvation, the Holy Spirit,

and Christian Living"; and "The Church, the Kingdom, and Last Things"), of fifteen chapters



apiece.Obviously, one cannot adequately summarize a 1,400-page work within the confines of an 

review; but here are some characteristic quotations (I have the original 3-volume edition, so my

page numbers correlate to that):"It is only through the continuing direction of the Holy Spirit that

genuine theological work can be done." (V1, pg. 21)"(T)here can be no basic difference between the

truth the Christian community knows through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and what is set forth in

Scripture....
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